
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

 

Notion of Culture as a Force for Economic Growth, New Approach for South Caucasus 
 

September 26-28, 2013, Tbilisi Georgia 

 

Radisson Blue Iveria, Rose Revolution sq.# 1  

 

Culture as a source for economic development is widely recognized in international studies and practice.   

The cross-sector nature of culture, close connection to social and economic sectors and its role in 

stimulation of social, human and economic development is broadly reflected in international agendas, 

documents and regulations. In this regard the role of creative/cultural industries as a source for job 

creation and economic growth acquires the growing importance.  

Although the concept of culture for economic development has been internationally accepted, it is still 

relatively new approach for the South Caucasus Countries, though the potential of the field is promising.  

The international conference “Notion of Culture as a Force for Economic Growth; New Approach for 

South Caucasus”, aims to introduce the notion of “culture economics” for South Caucasus Countries, to 

share Western professional experience and to raise public awareness on the perspectives of culture-

economy integrated approach. 

 The conference topics concern, but are not limited to such issues as:  

 

- How culture and creative assets can be transformed into the source for South Caucasus Region’s 

development?  

- What are the ways to encourage creativity and innovation? 

- How heritage resources can be utilized to enhance growth and secure regional livelihood? 

- How and to what extent governmental strategies and cultural policy can be modified to support 

culture for economy? 

- Which industries could be potential driving force for South Caucasus Countries? 

- Where do we see the role of Cultural entrepreneurs?  

- What is, or could be the role of crafts in creative economy? 

- What do we need to make crafts a vibrant industry?  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Sessions and Key Note Speakers 
 

 

Thursday, September 26, 2013         A. Morning Session  

 

Cultural Policies towards Economic Development  

 

Edna dos Santos-Duisenberg, International Expert and Policy Advisor on Creative Economy and 

Development   

Edna dos Santos-Duisenberg is economist and became a world reference for her pioneering work on 

research and analysis about the creative economy and its development dimension. She had an 

international career of nearly 30 years at the United Nations in Geneva until retirement in June 2012. In 

2004, she founded and became Chief of the Creative Economy Programme of the United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development – UNCTAD. She directed the research and is the main co-author 

of the UN Creative Economy Reports of 2008 and 2010. She also set-up the UNCTAD's Global Database 

on Creative Economy providing world trade statistics for creative products.    

Ms. Dos Santos helped to shape the policy and the research agenda around the creative economy, 

providing policy advice to governments and institutions in many developing and developed countries. 

She articulated intergovernmental policy debates and promoted synergy, partnerships and networking 

among governments, practitioners and academia. At present, she collaborates with universities, gives 

lectures and provide advisory services to governments and institutions.  

 

 

Thursday, September 26, 2013          B.  Afternoon Session  

 

Creative/Cultural Industries and their Economic Potential  

David Throsby, Professor of Economics at Macquarie University, he is internationally known for his work 

as an economist with specialist interests in the economics of the arts and culture.  Professor Throsby's 

research interests include the role of culture in economic development, the economic situation of 

individual artists, the economics of the performing arts, the creative industries, the economics of heritage 

and the relationship between cultural and economic policy. He has published several books and a large 

number of reports and journal articles in these areas, as well as in the economics of education and the 

economics of the environment. He has been a consultant to a number of international organizations 

including FAO, UNCTAD, UNESCO, OECD, and the World Bank. He is a member of several Editorial 

Boards, including the Journal of Cultural Economics, the International Journal of Cultural Policy, Poetics, 

the  Asia Pacific Journal of Arts and Cultural Management and the Journal of Cultural Property. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Friday, September 27, 2013      C.    Morning Session  

 

Traditions and Cultural Heritage as a Source for Development 

 

With deep sadness the Conference has learnt of a recent passing away of Professor Walter 

Santagata; we would like to extend sincere condolences to the family, friends and colleagues. 

The conference will deeply missed by his presence and contribution.   

 
Walter Santagata, Professor of Economics of Culture at the Department of Economics and Statistics, 

University of Turin, Italy. Chairman of the Master: “World Heritage at Work and cultural Projects for 

Development” provided by the University of Turin, Politecnico of Turin and ICT-ILO of Turin. Chairman 

of ITRECH, International Training and Research Centre on the Economics of Culture and Heritage  Under 

the auspices of UNESCO. Turin, Reggia di Venaria Reale, Italy 

Friday, September 27, 2013;     D.   Afternoon Session  

 

Creativity, Entrepreneurship and Innovation as an Impetus for Development    
 

Giep Hagoort, is cultural entrepreneur, professor art and economics at the Utrecht University and 

founder-dean of the Amsterdam School of Management. He studied Law at the Utrecht University and 

received a Ph.D. in Economics from the Netherlands Business University Nyenrode. At the Utrecht 

University of the Arts he initiated the research group art and economics and BA and MA programmes Art 

Management. He was research leader of EU funded projects as ECCE, the Entrepreneurial Dimension of 

the Cultural and Creative Industries and CURE. His handbook Art Management Entrepreneurial Style has 

been translated in six languages. He is ambassador and professor of the Dutch Cultural Leadership 

Program LinC 2013-2016 of the Utrecht University and the Utrecht University of the Arts. Giep Hagoort 

has published more than hundred books, chapters, articles and papers on cultural entrepreneurship, 

creativity & innovation, strategic management and Creative Small and Medium sized Enterprises (C-

SMEs) 

 

Saturday, September 28, 20013;     E. Morning Session  

 

The Role of Crafts in Creative Economy 

 
Karen Gibbs, since 1994, Karen Gibbs has dedicated her career to programs, organizations and 

enterprises focused on creating and expanding markets for artisans and handmade products.  In her 

current role as President of ByHand Consulting, Karen designs and manages handcraft-focused export 

marketing and business development programs for clients including foreign governments, international 

development organizations, and export enterprises.   Karen is Co-Director of Artisan Partners @ Aspen, a 

new collaboration between The Aspen Institute, Hand/Eye Fund and ByHand Consulting to support the 

global artisan sector.  Karen co-founded, operated and then sold the US import- wholesale company, 

Melange, specializing in home and gift items from artisans worldwide.  In her role as both Vice President 

of Marketing and a Board Member of Aid to Artisans she was involved artisan programs around the 

world.  Karen's relationships with artisans and buyers are extensive; she has traveled to over 40 countries 

and maintains a network of 2,000+ retail and wholesale buyers of handmade products.  Karen serves as a 

Board Member of Hand/Eye Fund and currently resides in Boulder, CO. 



 
 

 

 

Conference Language: English and Russian  

 

Detailed agenda of the conference will be sent additionally  

 

 

The joint Show-Contest of South Caucasus Crafts will be held in the framework of the conference with 

the aim to encourage innovative approaches to craft production. The professional Jury will award most 

innovative and market-oriented products. The 1st prize winner Artisan from each South Caucasus 

country and the selected production will be presented at the International Gift Fair in Milan, Italy 

ARTIGIANO IN FIERA  (November 30- December 9, 2013) 

 

Organizers:  

 

International Conference is funded by European Union  in the framework of Eastern Partnership Culture 

Programme’s project “Strengthening Creative Industries in Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia: Heritage 

Crafts – Common Platform for Development”    
 

 

Project Leading Partner and Author of the Concept: Georgian Arts and Culture Center;  

 

Project Partners:  Arkanel (Armenia), Economic Affairs Office, Tbilisi City Hall, Ekosfera (Azerbaijan), 

Europe House (Georgia), Georgian National Tourism Administration,  
 

Associate partner: History Museum of Armenia  

 

Conference Co-organizer: Tbilisi State Academy of Arts 

 

Supporters:  

 

European Union  

Ministry of Culture and Monuments Protection of Georgia  

Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia  

British Council Georgia  

Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Georgia  

Embassy of United States in Georgia  

Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation  
 

 
 

                                                          
 

 


